
 
 

     Outdoor Report    

 

  
The week of December 10, 2012 

 

***IMPORTANT***   

There has been a change this year regarding the January season.   

ONLY unfilled antlerless deer tags are valid from December 29 – January 6.   

Unfilled “any deer” tags do not convert and are not valid during this January season. 

*The East River Deer season is currently CLOSED* 

 

Please use caution – the ice is NOT safe this time of year! 

 

Brown County  
Nick Cochran/Tim McCurdy 

 

 Fishing Report:  
 

No fishing activity in the area due to freeze up. Ice conditions have improved with recent cold weather. Use caution 

when venturing out on the ice. 

 

Hunting Report: 

 
Waterfowl: Duck season closed on December 11th. Canada Goose season closes on December 16th.  Snow goose 

season closes on December 23rd. No waterfowl left in Brown County. 

Pheasants: The pheasant season is open through January 6, 2013.  Hunters are still having best success in southwest 

Brown County, but still a few scattered concentrations of birds around the area.  The birds are very wild at this point.  

Sand Lake National Wildlife Refuge and Renziehausen GPA opened to pheasant hunting on Dec 10th. 

Deer:  Muzzleloader season is open from Dec. 1-Jan 15th. Hunters have been having fair success. With recent snowfall, 

deer should be bunching up making for better opportunities. Archery season is open until Jan. 15th.  All unfilled ARCHERY 

AND MUZZLELOADER licenses convert to antlerless on Jan. 1. Only antlerless deer tags are valid during the antlerless tag 

only season extension which will reopen on Dec 29th and runs through Jan. 6th.  

 

 

Clark County         
 Kyle Lenzner 

 

Fishing Report: 
 
With the recent cold spell, small sloughs and ponds have become frozen over.   Hunters /Trappers/Fishermen are urged 

to use caution around these areas, the ice is not very thick yet.  Hunters and Trappers that have pets with them around 

these areas are urged to use caution as well. 

Dry Lake #2:  No Report 

Swan Lake:   No Report 

Baileys Lake:  No Report 

Antelope Lake:  No Report 

Reid Lake: No Report  

Kasey’s Slough:  No Report 

Pepper Slough:  No Report 

 



Hunting Report: 

 
Archery Deer Season is open 

Duck Season is closed – Tuesday December 11, 2012. 

Pheasant Season is Open - The shooting hours are from 10 am, Central Time to sunset.  Hunters seem to be finding birds 

with help from the recent weather.  

Goose Season is Open – Until Sunday December 16, 2012. 

  
 

Codington County        
Tait Anderson/Bryce McVicker 

 

Fishing Report: 
  
With the recent snow, we advise extreme caution on the ice. This week is predicting cold temperatures but with snow 

on the ice it may take a while for ice conditions to get favorable again.  
 

Hunting Report: 
 

Ducks: The season closed on December 11 at sunset. There are still ducks in the area but with season coming to an end 

it does not leave much time to hunt. Harvest continues to be good, there are still plenty of ducks in the area. Long lake, 

Goose Lake, and Grass Lake have been holding the most birds. With colder temperatures I expect most birds to push 

south.  

Geese: For the hardcore waterfowl hunters there is still a few days left to harvest both snow geese and Canada geese.  

Canada goose season goes until December 16 and light geese can be hunted until December 23. The success of these 

two seasons will obviously depend on the availability of open water. I have seen quite a few geese both around 

Watertown and the western part of the county.  Harvest has been good on both species scouting is the key to success.  

Deer: With the recent snow the opportunity to fill muzzleloader tags and archery tags. Deer will start moving to winter 

ranges and grouping up.  

Pheasants: Similar to the deer report, pheasants should be easier to find with the recent snow. Reports have still been 

spotty as far as harvest goes.  

 

 

 
Day County           

Bob Losco/Blake Yonke 
 

Fishing Report: 

 
The few anglers that are venturing out are having fair success.  They are reporting 2-4 inches of ice.  Along with that we 

still have open water. With the recent cold snap some of these areas may have recently froze leaving very think ice.  

Please use extra caution it is just not worth it. 

 

Hunting Report: 

 

Pheasants: starting to bunch up some so more hunters reporting fair success.  Heavy cattails seem to be the key. 

Waterfowl: Duck season closed on Tuesday Nov. 11. 

Geese: will be open through Sunday Dec 16.  Still some geese around and decoy hunting appears to be producing the 

most geese.  

Deer: rifle deer closed for now.  Antlerless season will open Dec 29-Jan 8.  The any deer tags are not valid during this 

season. 

 

 

Deuel County  



Adam Behnke 
 

Fishing Report: 
 

Lake Alice: Fishing has been slow.  Anglers are catching a few perch and walleye.  

Bullhead Lake:  No activity. 

Round Lake:  Anglers are catching northern pike and occasionally a perch. 

Lake Oliver:  Little to no activity.  

School Lake:  Little to no activity. 

Fish Lake:  Some perch and small walleye are being caught. 

Lake Francis:  Some perch are being caught. 

Lake Cochrane:  Fishing is slow. 

Clear Lake:  Fishing is slow. 

Ice conditions are not yet favorable.  Be cautious if you go on the ice! 

 

 Hunting Report: 

Waterfowl: Still a few Canada geese in the area, but most of them left during the storm. 

Upland:  Pheasant numbers are low, but they are better than last year.  There is very little cover remaining in the county 

due to the early harvest and dry conditions that have led to increased haying and grazing.  If you can find good cover, 

the birds should be present. 

 

 

Faulk County  
Joe Galbraith  

 

Fishing Report: 
 

Little fishing activity.  
 

 Hunting Report: 

Pheasant hunters are having pretty good luck. Pheasants have not bunched up but with the recent weather should 

soon. Deer hunters had good success and Faulk County still has a good number of deer. A few ducks are still present. 

The Scatterwood area still has a few ducks. 

 
Grant County         

Jamie Pekelder 
 

Fishing Report: 
 

Recent cold snap is starting to make ice.  Be careful when heading onto the ice to fish. 

 

 Hunting Report: 
 

With the area lakes freezing up, Canada geese are starting to move to the Powerplant in greater numbers.  This is the 

final week, season closes this coming Sunday in our unit. 
 
  

 Hamlin County    
Adam Behnke 



 

Fishing Report:  
 
Lake Poinsett: Fishing has been slow.  Ice conditions are poor. 

As a reminder, there is a minimum length limit for walleye of 15 inches. 

Lake Albert:  No activity. 

Lake Mary:  No activity. 

Lake John:  No activity. 

Lake Norden: No activity. 

Clear Lake: Fishing is slow. 

 

  

 Hunting Report: 
 
Waterfowl:  Some geese still in the area, but the vast majority left during the winter storm. 

 

 

 

Marshall County 
Casey Dowler 

 

Fishing Report:  
 

Not seeing a lot of angling activity – ice is unsafe – there’s still open water. 

   

Hunting Report: 
 

Waterfowl: Majority of waterfowl has left the area. You may find a group of Canada Geese scattered throughout the 

county.   

Deer: Archery & muzzleloader deer hunters are reporting deer are harder to find. Watch for areas where deer are 

bunching up & ask permission for private land. 

Pheasant: Hunters are having good luck. Pheasants are congregating in areas of cattails. If you find one, you’ll find 

many. 

Good luck – be safe! 

 

 

 

McPherson & Edmunds Counties     
Joe Galbraith 

 

Fishing Report:  
  
Little fishing activity in this area. A few guys did try Scatterwood Lake. 

 

Hunting Report: 
 

Pheasant hunters are having a hard time finding pheasants. The recent snow will help bunch up the pheasants. Deer 

hunters had good success. Deer have not bunched up yet. A few ducks are still in southern Edmunds County.  

 
 

Roberts County         
Dean Shultz 



 

Fishing Report: 
 

Lake Traverse:  No fishing activity, due to ice up.   Warm weather and wind has been opening water back up.   

Dry Wood Lake:  No fishing activity, due to ice up.   Warm weather and wind has been opening water back up.   

 

 

Hunting Report: 

 

Waterfowl: There are still pretty good numbers of Canada geese in the area.  No snow geese in the area.  Remember 

the duck season is now closed. 

Pheasant: Hunters are struggling to find birds.  Hunters found birds in slough grass next to crop fields. 

Deer: A few archers, muzzleloader and youth hunters are finding deer.   

 

 
 

Spink County 
Nick Cochran 

 

Fishing Report: 
 

No fishing activity in the area due to freeze up.  The ice is very thin and extremely dangerous.  No ice fishing is advised.  

 

 

Hunting Report: 

 

Waterfowl: The duck season is open until December 11 in NE South Dakota.  Most of the ducks have migrated south due 

to the water freezing over the weekend.  The Canada goose season is open until Dec 16th and the snow goose season 

is open until Dec 23rd.  Most of the geese have also migrated south due to the water freezing this weekend. 

Pheasants: The pheasant season is open until January 6, 2013.  The shooting hours are 10:00 AM to sunset for the rest of 

the season.  Hunters had good success in western Spink County.  Most of the hunters are finding pheasants in thick 

cover like cattails.   

Deer:  The Antlerless Deer Season opens on Dec 29, 2012-January 6, 2013.  Hunters with antlerless deer licenses can hunt 

this season in the county the license is valid for.  Any Deer licenses are not valid during the antlerless season. 

The muzzleloader deer season is open from Dec 1, 2012-Jan 15, 2013.  Only antlerless deer can be harvested from Jan 1-

15. 
 

 


